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News & Views  
December 2009  

 
www.ckmcca.org  

Clifton Knolls and Mill Creek Civic Association  

SAVE THE DATE!!!  
March 6,  2010  

6 th  Annual Wine & Cheese Party  

at the Locust Lane Club House  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The party offers a great way to meet new neighbors  

and relax with the ones you already know.  
 

If you are interested in helping to plan the party or would  
like to make a food donation, please contact Keri Horton  

at lkachort@nycap.rr.com or 383 -1325.  
 

Please remember to pay your Oct. ô09 ï Sept. ô10  
membership dues.  A portion of your dues covers the  

cost of holding this fantastic event.  

Happy  
Holidays  



Happy New Year! 

Community Corner  
Announcements and Events Organized by Members of Our Neighborhood  
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Dear Neighbors,  

Thank you to all who donated coats, hats and gloves for the homeless at the Mercy 
House and Lwanga shelters. We collected 25 coats. Your generosity will help keep 

someone warm this winter.      Sincerely, Maureen Dahl  

Shenendehowa is proud to offer 8 lanes of lap swimming, 6 days a week to commu-

nity members at our new Aquatic Center.   The program is run through the district's Com-

munity Education Program.  

Dates:   

1/4 -2/27 (Session 3)  

Times:  
5:45 to 6:45am Monday to Friday  

1:00 to 3:00pm Saturday  

Fee is $2.00 per day for individual sessions, or $82 for all of Session 3.  

Register by filling out the form that can be found here, and following the instructions:  
http://tinyurl.com/yhf9yyc   

Maximum Capacity Per Day: 40 Swimmers -- 5 Per Lane, first come/first serve basis. Must be 21 

or older. Individuals must show a valid drivers licenses at the time of swim that will be cross -
checked against the registration list. Lap Swim is open to individuals who prefer to swim for 
conditioning, fitness or practice. No coaching or organized swimming practices are permitted 

during Lap Swim!  

Snow Plowing 
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Happy Housing!  
By Genie Bassett  

 

December! Christmas! A new year! Many of 

our neighbors in the Knolls and Mill Creek 
managed to get their outdoor decorations up 

before the snow and cold made the task 
memorable. But, what fun is that?  Itôs warm 
ï thatôs what it is! 

We have a tradition in our house that we 
never get the tree until there is 24 inches of 

snow on the ground and the temperature ï 
driven by a 40 mph wind ï is hovering 

around the minus -10. Hopefully, by the time 
you read this we will have a nice covering of 

white to get everyone into the holiday spirit.  
It is such a pleasure to take a leisurely drive 

around the 
neighborhood to 

appreciate the 
Courier and Ives 

scene in which we 
have the pleasure 
to live. We usually 

do that after the 
Christmas Eve 

church services. 
You know that in-

side most houses 
all the kids are 

home from college 
and families are 

making last min-
ute preparations. And this is true for many 

non -Christian homes as well as we celebrate 
so many wonderful Holidays at this time of 

year.  Such is the wonder of the season.  
Whether you celebrate Christmas or you 

simply appreciate what the holiday season 
means for just about everyone, it is a special 
time of year. Some of that may be due to 

the fact that it is the end of the year and we 
are preparing for a fresh start. And after the 

last year, I think everyone is ready for a new 
year. And itôs even the beginning of a new 

decade! (Or is it?)  
But lets go back to that Courier and Ives 

scene again for a moment. Our wide, tree -
lined streets, the warm glow of Christmas 

lights spilling across the snow - frosted lawns, 

the happy reunions, even the hectic prepara-
tions. It is a pretty nice picture.  

Letôs make a special effort to extend the 
holiday spirit to our neighbors. It doesnôt 

have to be a big deal, but it can be very 
meaningful if you reach out to someone. Per-

haps to a new neighbor who just moved in 
this last year. (Despite the conventional wis-

dom, there have been quite a few sales this 
year.) Or maybe there is one of our seniors 

who you havenôt chatted with for a while. If 
you make holiday cookies, make a few extra 

and take a plateful to someone who will sur-
prised by it. You could check out the great 

little bouquets of flowers you can pick up at 
the food stores. Wouldnôt it be great if this 

happened up and down the streets of our 
neighborhood?  

If you really want to 

spread some cheer, 
get together a half -

dozen friends and 
neighbors and have a 

caroling party. It 
doesnôt have to be 

complicated, just ask 
folks to bring some 

party food and open a 
couple of bottles of 

your favorite bever-
age.  

And just in case there 
are some carolers on 

your street, check tonight to ensure that the 

pole lamp in your front yard is working. It is 
a simple job to replace a burned out bulb 

and it doesnôt cost too much if you have to 
get an electrician to fix the fixture. After all, 

we donôt have street lights so those little 
post lamps are very important to keeping 

everyone safe since it seems like the sun is 
going down around 3 oôclock in the after-

noon.  
Happy Housing and keep warm!  
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 Clifton Knolls/Mill Creek Park District Advisory Committee Report 
for the 2009 Year  

To Our Neighbors:  
 First of all, our committee would like to thank most enthusiastically the many neighbor 

volunteers in our community who care for the entrance marker gardens. It is always a joy to 
see the lovely flowers and plantings as we enter the development. And a special thank you at 

this holiday season to Tim Leonard who once again installed the decorations at each marker.  
The winter storm of 2009 is now a distant memory for most of us. However, for your park dis-
trict advisory committee as well as many of our neighbors, it was quite a nightmare. The Town 

of Clifton Park did obtain some assistance in cleaning up some downed trees and limbs from 
FEMA. Then, this summer, our two high school boys did a fine job in clearing the pathways and 

remulching most of them so they are now passable again. The committee is continuing to ob-
tain bids to do more and more cleaning up of the ponds and roadsides for safety and aesthetic 
appreciation of our residents.  

 We also would like to give kudos to our perennial landscaper, A ï Z Property Manage-
ment, for continuing the excellent maintenance on our perennial gardens. A -Z also cleaned the 

scrub brush out around the ponds next to Valencia Lane and S. Barney which opened up more 
pond and woods views.  And our trees and shrubs maintenance company, Cliffsides, also did a 
fine job in continuing to beautify  the parklands.  

 We hope you have noticed that the park district committee is working also on increasing 
parking and making exiting from the parking areas on each side of the tennis/ basketball courts 

onto Clifton Park Center Road, easier and safer. A -Z has taken down old and dead trees on 
each side of the courts. The Town Buildings and Grounds Department will be adding crushed 
stone to the areas soon. In the spring, our park district committee will plant more shrubs and 

flowering trees to beautify the grove on the western side of the basketball court. In a few 
weeks, the Buildings and Grounds Department will flood the basketball court so our residents 

can ice skate on that surface.  
 Our goose chaser has continued this season to keep our lands relatively free of pesky 

Canada Geese. His manner, chasing with his Border Collies as he paddles his kayak at times, is 
a humane but very effective technique of discouraging the geese from finding a permanent 
home on the fields. Our residents have often commented that the fields are cleaner and much 

more usable since we have had these services.  
 Once again this year, we employed Aquatic Control Technologies of Massachusetts, to 

condition the ponds with algaecide. Unfortunately, Aquatic Control suggested that the weeds 
were so intense, that they held up the algae and impeded any attempt to rid the ponds of the 
algae. Approximately every three years in the past, we also used herbicide to kill the weeds. 

And just this year, we installed several hundred weed eating fish to help out. Unfortunately, we 
have not noticed any lessening of the growth in our ponds. The ponds seem to be filling up with 

dirt and disintegrated matter so that they are much shallower and the sunôs rays nourish any 
growth much more easily. So now our committee is exploring all other options to try to keep 
our lovely ponds from becoming completely overgrown and boggy. Many of us remember all too 

well how the ponds smelled 10 -20 years ago before we began the treatments. We are working 
with LA Associates in Saratoga who is looking into the feasibility of removing large volumes of 

the materials that are clogging up the ponds. There are many issues related to this attempt, 
not the least of which is cost. Weôll continue to update the community as we gather more infor-
mation.  

 We invite any interested residents to visit our committee. It meets on the fourth Tuesday 
of each month in Room B of Town Hall at 7:00 P.M. Call Judy Hughes at 371 -9541 for informa-

tion.  
Sincerely, the Clifton Knolls/Mill Creek Park District Advisory Committee:  
Claudia Hroncich, Judy Hughes, Ron Johnson, John Laviano, Marlys McGinnis, Pat Miller, Loretta  

Parsons, John Rinebolt, Tom Sargent,  Joyce Savage and Sheila Suozzo.  



5 

Halloween Party ðA Big Success!  
 

Thank you to all of the Clifton Knolls and Mill Creek residents who pitched in to help make the 
2009 Association Halloween Party a great big success.  After the parade, we were able to host a 

bunch of games and distribute some goodie bags.  A good portion of the 
Locust Lane was even turned into a fabulously scary haunted house!  We 

would like to extend a very heartfelt thank you to all of the generous do-
nations from residents toward the party and goodie bags.   
 

Thanks also to all the families that turned their lawn tractors into floats for 
the parade, and special thanks go to all of our volunteers, who did every-

thing from proposing the resolution and got the town board to pass it so 
we could "close" the streets for the parade, to the folks that set up and 
cleaned up Locust Lane Clubhouse for the party.  These folks include Amy McGeary, Rose Finn, 

Kristen DeSalvatore, Kathy Friedman and Ed Schauffert who swept the floor for 2 hours   An-
other note of appreciation goes to our motorcycle escorts and the residents who came out for 

their assistance in ensuring safety at the intersections along the parade route.   
 
The board would also like to express appreciation for the residents who 

signed up to volunteer to help plan next yearôs Halloween Party.  The invi-
tation is extended to all residents who are interested in helping to make 

next yearôs party a bigger success.  Please contact any board member with 
your contact information if you would like to help with the Halloween party 

and any other community events!  


