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News & Views  
April 2010  

 
www.ckmcca.org  

Clifton Knolls and Mill Creek Civic Association  

At approximately 7:30 pm, 
(following the board meeting) 

Capital Saratoga Energy $mart Communities Program  
Regional Coordinator Mark De Chiro  
will give a presentation about  
saving energy in our homes  
as well as answer our questions.  

 
see page 7 for more details  

Thereôs More to Saving Energy in Your Home than Switching  
to Compact Fluorescent Light Bulbs 

 

Come to the  
 

2009-2010  
Clifton Knolls / Mill Creek Civic Association  

Annual Meeting  
Wednesday, April 14 , 7:00 pm  

Locust Lane Clubhouse  
 

To find out about the potential energy and cost savings from a  
NYSERDA Comprehensive Home Assessment 

 



Community Corner  
Announcements and Events Organized by Members of Our Neighborhood  
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March for Babies ðWalking for Kirin.  

Kirin`s congenital heart defects were undetected before she was born. Before she could 

come home she had to have open chest surgery to repair this birth defect. Now she is 
home and while she faces no daily threat to her life, she is still dealing with cardiac and 

pulmonary problems that she was born with.  

She was treated at Albany Medical Center. While we were there we came in contact 

with people from the March of Dimes. We are so blessed to have Kirin home, but not all 
families are as lucky. We are walking to show our support and help to raise money for 

future families that will be experiencing what we did. Please join us by walking with us 
or lending your financial support. Every baby should have the chance to come home 

happy and healthy.  

The money we raise will support March of Dimes research and programs that help 
moms have full - term pregnancies and babies begin healthy lives. And it will be used to 

bring comfort and information to families with a baby in newborn intensive care.  

If you can`t walk with me, please help the team reach our goal by making a donation. 

You can do that online as well. Thank you for helping me give all babies a healthy start!  

Visit my team Web page at: http://www.marchforbabies.org/team/t1342209  

 

MOMS Club of Clifton Park  

 
A social and support group for stay -at -home moms.  Activities are during the day and 

include playgroups, outings and crafts.  Monthly meetings are the second Wednesday of 
the month, include a speaker and are at the King of Kings Lutheran Church.  Contact 

Liz at 630 -6320.   

 

http://www.marchforbabies.org/team/t1342209
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Happy Housing!  
By Genie Bassett  

 

One of the big trends in real estate sales in re-
cent years has been the ñstagingò of a home to 

make it look its best for prospective buyers.  
 

The principles of staging can be applied to our 
homes in the Knolls and Mill Creek whether or 
not you are planning to sell this year or many 

years in the future. I suggest this because gen-
erally the approaches that make a home more 

saleable also make it more liveable.    
 
A key strategy in staging is simply that the 

process of artfully arranging the inside of your 
home  shows off your homeôs full potential. 
Staging plays up your home's good features, 

such as enhancing a great view or drawing the 
buyer's eye to some 

spectacular wood 
floors. It is clear to see 
how that applies in our 

neighborhood with our 
mature trees, lovely 
lots, hardwood floors 

and spacious rooms.  
 

Another strategy of 
staging is to minimize 
some of the home's 

drawbacks, such as 
making a small bedroom look larger. Give away 

or donate overly large pieces of furniture that 
are too big for a room  
 

You cannot use staging to conceal structural de-
fects, such as hanging a picture over a crack in 
the wall.  

 
 In many of our homes, the major drawback is 

age. Many of our homes are more than 40 
years old. Donôt let them look their age. 
 

Unless you are planning to sell in the near fu-
ture, you should be ñstagingò your home for 
your own benefit and enjoyment. Staging a 

home means it will ñlive betterò as well as look 
better.  

 
That means ñde-clutteringò a room. No one 
wants to see several days' worth of mail and 

newspapers on the kitchen counter, or a kid's 

bedroom crammed with toys and games. That 
may mean the installation of new shelves in a 

closet so there is a place for a childôs toys or 
clearing out a kitchen cabinet so you can move 

the food processor off the counter.  
 
The same applies to the garage, basement and 

even the backyard storage shed where some 
new shelving and/or some organization can 
make the space more inviting and more use-

able.  
 

This same perspective can be applied to all the 
other jobs associated with home ownership.  
 

Outside the home: Take a hard look at those 
foundation shrubs ï would they benefit from a 
severe trimming or replacement? Shrubs need 

to be constantly groomed and trimmed.  If 
yours havenôt been groomed for a long time, 

they may be overgrown 
and need to be replaced.  
Make this the year to 

take care of that project.  
It will do wonders for the 

houseðand for you 
every time you drive up 
to your house.  

The driveway and walk-
ways ï do they need re-
pairing or is it time to 

replace them? Painting ï 
have you been diligent 

about painting the trim on one side of your 
house each year?  
 

Inside your home: Look at your home like a 
stranger, or a prospective buyer would see it. Is 
it time to strip off the flocked wallpaper in favor 

of fresh paint in the modern colors and tones? 
Is there too much furniture in the family room 

or living room or fixtures that are worn or out -
of -date? Is it time to pull up those worn carpets 
and refinish the hardwood?  

 
All of these steps are the things a stager might 

consider to make your home more saleable. You 
should consider the same approach to make 
your home more livable.  

 
Happy Housing!  
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2010 Not Just Wine & Cheese Party  
 

On Saturday, March 6 th ,  we once again transformed the Locust Lane Club House into a nightclub 
for the 6 th  annual ñNot Just Wine & Cheese Partyò.   As expected, Tom Harding played a won-
derful set and really set the mood for the party.  The food, which was provided by the party go-

ers, was wonderful and we thank all of you who took the time to whip up something special to 
share with your neighbors.  

 
Many residents contribute to the success of this event and for their efforts weôd like to thank:  
Julie & Matt Benson, Jamie Brower, Linda & Chris Collet, Gena Gallinger, Denise Hale, Keri & 

Lee Horton, Deb Jackowski, Amy McGeary, Risé & Bob Popp, Terry Thompson, Aimee Trader, 
Sue Wright AND everyone who helped to clean up.  Many hands make light work and your ef-

forts truly are appreciated.  
 
We hope to see all of you again next year and donôt forget that the party was sponsored by the 

CKMCCA and a portion of your dues helped to fund the event.  (By the way, if you left a silver 
ñMerry Christmasò pie server at the party, please contact Keri Horton at 383-1325 to get it 

back.)  


