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Dear Neighbors,  

Thank you to all who donated coats, hats and gloves for the homeless at the Mercy 
House and Lwanga shelters. We collected 25 coats. Your generosity will help keep 

someone warm this winter.      Sincerely, Maureen Dahl  

Snow Plowing 
 

Did you Make a snowman 
this year? Send your best 
pictures of your snowmen 
(or other snow sculptures) 

to:  
 

snowman@ckmcca.org  
 

and weÔll post them on the 
Clifton Knolls/Mill Creek 
website for all to see.  
They wonÔt melt there, 
and we might even give 
prizes to the best ones!  
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Happy Housing!  
By Genie Bassett  

 

For most of us, our homes represent our big-
gest single investment. And in the wild eco-
nomic times we have seen the last two years, 

many might be nervous about how the econ-
omy has impacted our homeôs value. 

 
I wish I could report that homes in Clifton 
Knolls and Mill Creek, because of their great 

construction, hardwood floors, extraordinary 
neighborhood, have escaped the effects of the 

economic decline. Unfortunately, I canôt say 
that.   
 

But I can report that our homes have done 
better in these difficult times than many 

houses in the 
higher price brack-
ets. And there are 

signals that better 
times are coming.  

 
Statistics released 
by the Greater 

Capital Association 
of Realtors indicate 

that the residential 
real estate market 
in this region saw an increase in sales in the 

last quarter of 2009. While there is still room 
for market improvement, the increased sales 

activity at the end of the year coupled with the 
federal tax credit program for first - time and 
repeat buyers should give the market a boost 

in coming months.  
 

Continuing low interest rates and the wonder-
ful value that our homes in the Knolls and Mill 

Creek represent make this potentially an excel-
lent market time.  
 

If we are emerging from this very difficult 
housing market, there are a couple of lessons 

to be learned and remembered. First, our 
homes were able to compete very well in the 
down market while homes selling above our 

price range suffered more severe price reduc-
tions and took longer to sell.  But as our 

homes get older it is critical that we keep up 
with the maintenance. Can you believe that 

some Knolls homes are approaching 50 years 

old!  
 

That means to protect our investment in our 
homes, we have to take care of the things that 
hide might make them look their age.  

 
That includes some big ticket items, like resur-

facing the driveway and walks, a new roof, re-
placing the windows, refurbishing baths and 
even new siding. All of these give a home a 

facelift. A few years ago, I used to be asked 
whether these improvements were warranted 

and whether they would mean a return on in-
vestment when it came time to sell. Today, the 
truth is that these steps are to protect our in-

vestment.  
 

There are also many less costly maintenance 
items that have to be on your 

ñto doò list. These include 
painting (inside and out), re-
finishing the hardwood floors, 

and overhauling the plantings 
that mean so much to our 

homesô curb appeal. 
 
I think the important thing to 

keep in mind is that the 
Clifton Knolls and Mill Creek 

development are special. Our 
location is one of the best in Clifton Park. Our 
lots and our mature trees and landscaping are 

spectacular. The basic quality and intrinsic 
value of our homes are excellent.  

 
But we must be vigilant to protect our values. 
As winter drags on into its toughest time, it is 

no longer exciting to look out the window to 
see new fallen snow. This is the perfect time to 

sit down with a pencil and paper ï and perhaps 
your checkbook ï and make a plan for your 
spring projects. It is a great time to call con-

tractors who may not be so busy right now.  
 

And if it makes it easier, donôt call it a ñto doò 
list. Call it a ñprotect your investmentò plan. 
 

Happy Housing!  
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 Clifton Knolls/Mill Creek Park District Advisory Committee Report 
for the 2009 Year  

To Our Neighbors:  
 First of all, our committee would like to thank most enthusiastically the many neighbor 

volunteers in our community who care for the entrance marker gardens. It is always a joy to 
see the lovely flowers and plantings as we enter the development. And a special thank you at 

this holiday season to Tim Leonard who once again installed the decorations at each marker.  
The winter storm of 2009 is now a distant memory for most of us. However, for your park dis-
trict advisory committee as well as many of our neighbors, it was quite a nightmare. The Town 

of Clifton Park did obtain some assistance in cleaning up some downed trees and limbs from 
FEMA. Then, this summer, our two high school boys did a fine job in clearing the pathways and 

remulching most of them so they are now passable again. The committee is continuing to ob-
tain bids to do more and more cleaning up of the ponds and roadsides for safety and aesthetic 
appreciation of our residents.  

 We also would like to give kudos to our perennial landscaper, A ï Z Property Manage-
ment, for continuing the excellent maintenance on our perennial gardens. A -Z also cleaned the 

scrub brush out around the ponds next to Valencia Lane and S. Barney which opened up more 
pond and woods views.  And our trees and shrubs maintenance company, Cliffsides, also did a 
fine job in continuing to beautify  the parklands.  

 We hope you have noticed that the park district committee is working also on increasing 
parking and making exiting from the parking areas on each side of the tennis/ basketball courts 

onto Clifton Park Center Road, easier and safer. A -Z has taken down old and dead trees on 
each side of the courts. The Town Buildings and Grounds Department will be adding crushed 
stone to the areas soon. In the spring, our park district committee will plant more shrubs and 

flowering trees to beautify the grove on the western side of the basketball court. In a few 
weeks, the Buildings and Grounds Department will flood the basketball court so our residents 

can ice skate on that surface.  
 Our goose chaser has continued this season to keep our lands relatively free of pesky 

Canada Geese. His manner, chasing with his Border Collies as he paddles his kayak at times, is 
a humane but very effective technique of discouraging the geese from finding a permanent 
home on the fields. Our residents have often commented that the fields are cleaner and much 

more usable since we have had these services.  
 Once again this year, we employed Aquatic Control Technologies of Massachusetts, to 

condition the ponds with algaecide. Unfortunately, Aquatic Control suggested that the weeds 
were so intense, that they held up the algae and impeded any attempt to rid the ponds of the 
algae. Approximately every three years in the past, we also used herbicide to kill the weeds. 

And just this year, we installed several hundred weed eating fish to help out. Unfortunately, we 
have not noticed any lessening of the growth in our ponds. The ponds seem to be filling up with 

dirt and disintegrated matter so that they are much shallower and the sunôs rays nourish any 
growth much more easily. So now our committee is exploring all other options to try to keep 
our lovely ponds from becoming completely overgrown and boggy. Many of us remember all too 

well how the ponds smelled 10 -20 years ago before we began the treatments. We are working 
with LA Associates in Saratoga who is looking into the feasibility of removing large volumes of 

the materials that are clogging up the ponds. There are many issues related to this attempt, 
not the least of which is cost. Weôll continue to update the community as we gather more infor-
mation.  

 We invite any interested residents to visit our committee. It meets on the fourth Tuesday 
of each month in Room B of Town Hall at 7:00 P.M. Call Judy Hughes at 371 -9541 for informa-

tion.  
Sincerely, the Clifton Knolls/Mill Creek Park District Advisory Committee:  
Claudia Hroncich, Judy Hughes, Ron Johnson, John Laviano, Marlys McGinnis, Pat Miller, Loretta  

Parsons, John Rinebolt, Tom Sargent,  Joyce Savage and Sheila Suozzo.  
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Halloween Party ðA Big Success!  
 

Thank you to all of the Clifton Knolls and Mill Creek residents who pitched in to help make the 
2009 Association Halloween Party a great big success.  After the parade, we were able to host a 

bunch of games and distribute some goodie bags.  A good portion of the 
Locust Lane was even turned into a fabulously scary haunted house!  We 

would like to extend a very heartfelt thank you to all of the generous do-
nations from residents toward the party and goodie bags.   
 

Thanks also to all the families that turned their lawn tractors into floats for 
the parade, and special thanks go to all of our volunteers, who did every-

thing from proposing the resolution and got the town board to pass it so 
we could "close" the streets for the parade, to the folks that set up and 
cleaned up Locust Lane Clubhouse for the party.  These folks include Amy McGeary, Rose Finn, 

Kristen DeSalvatore, Kathy Friedman and Ed Schauffert who swept the floor for 2 hours   An-
other note of appreciation goes to our motorcycle escorts and the residents who came out for 

their assistance in ensuring safety at the intersections along the parade route.   
 
The board would also like to express appreciation for the residents who 

signed up to volunteer to help plan next yearôs Halloween Party.  The invi-
tation is extended to all residents who are interested in helping to make 

next yearôs party a bigger success.  Please contact any board member with 
your contact information if you would like to help with the Halloween party 

and any other community events!  
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