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Clifton Knolls and Mill Creek Civic Association  

 

Annual Meeting  
 The 2009 -2010 CKMCCA Annual Meeting was held on May 11.  A good turnout of 

about 50 heard the annual report on the Civic Associationôs activities and finances, as 

well as an informative session from Shen Superintendent Dr. Oliver Robinson on the 
proposed Shen budget and how the New York State budget situation is impacting our 

local schools.  The CKMCCA scholarship was awarded to Bailey Dineen, a most -

deserving Shen senior with impressive academic credentials and a commitment to bet-

tering the community who will be heading to Cornell in a few weeks.   
 After the garage sale in a few weeks, our next community event will be the Hal-

loween Parade and Party.  Contact a Board member if youôre interested in volunteering 

to help out with this always - fun event for the kids in the neighborhood.  

NEIGHBORHOOD GARAGE SALE  

AUGUST 27!  

Details Inside!  



Community Corner  
Announcements and Events Organized by Members of Our Neighborhood  
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New To Clifton Knolls or Mill Creek?  
 First of all, welcome to our neighborhood, which is now your neighborhood.  Many 
of us have been here since the neighborhood started in 1960, and some of us have only 

been here a few years.  But one thing we all have in common is wanting to live in a 

neighborhood that is clean, safe, and reflects our pride in living here.  

 The Clifton Knolls -Mill Creek Civic Association has been a part of the neighbor-
hood since August 1962.  The CKMCCA is not a homeowners association that everyone 

must join, and imparts universal requirements, like mailbox styles.  We are a true civic 

association ðour goal since our inception has been to make our neighborhood better by 

fostering a sense of community.   
 To that end, the CKMCCA sponsors a number of events in our neighborhood, from 

the Halloween parade and party every fall, to the neighborhood garage sale every year, 

to the summer picnic, winter wine and cheese party, and college scholarship.  CKMCCA 

also publishes this newsletter (which goes to everyone in the neighborhood), and the 
annual directory (which only goes to dues -paying members of the CKMCCA).   

 As someone who is new to our neighborhood, we ask you to contact us to give us 

your contact information to put in the next version of the directory, and to provide us 

with your e -mail address, so we can get in touch with you between issues of the News 

and Views.  In return, weôll give you a free copy of the latest CKMCCA Neighborhood Di-
rectory, regardless of whether or not you join the Association.  Thanks for choosing to 

live in our neighborhood!  

twitter.com/cliftonknolls   @cliftonknolls  
 
For those of you familiar with Twitter, you know that it is a quick and easy way to keep up with whatôs going 
on with people, organizations or companies that you follow.  CKMCCA just opened an account on Twitter.  

Follow us!  Weôre cliftonknolls. 
 
We plan to use the account to send out short messages about things that are of interest in our neighbor-

hoodðmeetings, emergencies, reminders, etc.  Its also a way for you to contact us.  Twitter is easy to use, 
and can be used on computers and many mobile phones.  Visit twitter.com for more.  
 

And we're on Facebook too!  Weôre a groupðdo a search for Clifton Knolls Mill Creek Civic Association. The 
page is a bit bare nowðfeel free to add to it!  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Clifton -Knolls-Mill-Creek-Civic-Association/170801116270758  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Clifton-Knolls-Mill-Creek-Civic-Association/170801116270758
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Happy Housing!  
By Genie Bassett  

 
It's worth noting that our neighborhood is undergo-

ing something of a renaissance.  

 It is becoming increasingly rare to encoun-

ter "first settlers" -  folks who built their Clifton 

Knolls homes with the original Robert VanPatten. 

But,thanks to our Clifton Knolls/Mill Creek board, 

there is definitely a hint of the CK neighborhood 

spirit coming back in a big way.  

 Few remember the Hawaiian luaus that 

VanPatten would stage in the Barney Road club-

house. In fact, there aren't that many of us who will 

recall that a restaurant used to operate in the club-

house.  

 It was all a part 

of VanPatten's effort to 

build community spirit 

and, frankly, a very wise 

public relations effort to 

sell houses. He was a 

man ahead of his times. 

Some time ago, the pic-

nics and luaus and spe-

cial events went away 

and the "first settlers" 

were too busy raising kids to keep them going. Per-

haps the only remaining vestige of those days is 

this CKMCCA newsletter, the directory, and the 

CKMCCA board.  

 Today, our volunteer board is working 

hard to recreate something of that Knolls spirit, and 

I think it would behoove us all to get behind their 

efforts.  

 Most often in this column, I write about 

ways to enhance the curb appeal of your home or 

steps you can take to better appreciate the great 

features we have -  beautiful lots, trees, hardwood 

floors and so forth.  But let's go beyond our houses 

and consider what it means - and could mean -  to 

live in the Knolls/Mill  Creek community:  

 -  On August 27th, there will be a 

neighborhood garage sale. (Last year, nearly 100 

folks participated.)  

 -  We now have a website: 

www.ckmcca.org  

 -  We are now on facebook:  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/CKMC -Civic -

Association/124457274283953  

 -  Thanks to the efforts of our Civic Asso-

ciation and Parks District, the Town decided to buy 

the par -3 golf course.  Wouldn't it be great if we 

would see evening play and special leagues on our 

par 3 golf course?  

 -  The hiking trails around the ponds have 

been restored and expanded.  

 -  A new directory has been published to 

make it easier to connect with our neighbors.  

 -  Pickleball will soon be coming to one of 

our tennis courts. (I'll explain what that is when the 

court is ready.)  

 You have many times 

heard me talk about the 

need to protect our invest-

ment in our homes and my 

philosophy that you should 

go ahead and make im-

provements now so you 

can enjoy them rather than 

make the improvements 

only when you are getting 

ready to sell. Well, I think building the community 

spirit in the Knolls is an important "marketing tool" 

when it comes time to sell.  

 Recently, I was talking with a neighbor 

who grew up in the Knolls, attended Shen schools, 

went off to college and now lives in his own Knolls 

home not too far from his parents' home.  

 No doubt the efforts of the CKMCCA board 

and the parks district board have been important in 

making this a great neighborhood in which to live. 

Many of their efforts need the energy and support 

of volunteers to make them really successful. So 

consider stepping up to help them. We all know 

that that's what it means to be a good neighbor -

and we are so fortunate to be in such a great 

neighborhood! Enjoy the summer!  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/CKMC-Civic-Association/124457274283953
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CKMC-Civic-Association/124457274283953

