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News & Views  
May 2011  

Clifton Knolls and Mill Creek Civic Association  

CKMCCA Annual Meeting!  
 

Speaker: Shenendehowa Superintendent 

Dr. L. Oliver Robinson!  
 

The CKMCCA Annual Meeting will be held  on  May 11 .  While the 
Annual Meeting typically is in April, we made this date change 
this year to accommodate our speaker ðShenendehowa 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Oliver Robinson.  This meeting 
will be held just six days before the annual school budget vote, 
so this will be a great opportunity to hear from Superintendent 
Robinson.   

May 11  

7:00pm  
Social Hall, St. Edward the Confessor  

Roman Catholic Church  
 

The meeting will be held at the St. Edward Social Hall instead of our usual 

Locust Lane Clubhouse. The clubhouse is currently being used to prepare 

to open the swimming pool for the season.  

 

The meeting will start at 7pm, with an overview of CKMCCA activities over 

the past year, including our financial status, and the awarding of our an-

nual scholarship to a neighborhood high school senior.  Dr. Robinsonôs re-

marks will start at approximately 7:30. For more on the proposed Shen 

budget, visit :  http://www.shenet.org/LatestNews_Archive/
LN_2011_12Budget.cfm   

See you there!  

http://www.shenet.org/LatestNews_Archive/LN_2011_12Budget.cfm
http://www.shenet.org/LatestNews_Archive/LN_2011_12Budget.cfm


Community Corner  
Announcements and Events Organized by Members of Our Neighborhood  
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New To Clifton Knolls or Mill Creek?  
 First of all, welcome to our neighborhood, which is now your neighborhood.  Many of us have 
been here since the neighborhood started in 1960, and some of us have only been here a few years.  But 
one thing we all have in common is wanting to live in a neighborhood that is clean, safe, and reflects our 
pride in living here.  
 The Clifton Knolls -Mill Creek Civic Association has been a part of the neighborhood since August 
1962.  The CKMCCA is not a homeowners association that everyone must join, and imparts universal re-
quirements, like mailbox styles.  We are a true civic association ðour goal since our inception has been to 
make our neighborhood better by fostering a sense of community.   
 To that end, the CKMCCA sponsors a number of events in our neighborhood, from the Halloween 

parade and party every fall, to the neighborhood garage sale every year, to the summer picnic, winter 
wine and cheese party, and college scholarship.  CKMCCA also publishes this newsletter (which goes to 
everyone in the neighborhood), and the annual directory (which only goes to dues -paying members of 
the CKMCCA).   
 As someone who is new to our neighborhood, we ask you to contact us to give us your contact 
information to put in the next version of the directory, and to provide us with your e -mail address, so we 
can get in touch with you between issues of the News and Views.  In return, weôll give you a free copy of 
the latest CKMCCA Neighborhood Directory, regardless of whether or not you join the Association.  
Thanks for choosing to live in our neighborhood!  

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB  

A Digital Photography Club meets at 7pm on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month 

at the Clifton Park -Halfmoon Library. If you are serious about taking yyour photography 
to the next level, please stop in at the next meeting.  For more information, call Chuck 

Bassett at 371 -3594 or send an email to nybuen@hotmail.com.  

 

 
INVITATION TO JOIN CLIFTON KNOLLS RUNNING AND WALKING GROUP  

Interested in a fun, casual, run/walk group????? Please join me!!!! No presidents, sec-

retaries, treasurers and no dues, just fun and shoes. Group run/walks, speed training, 

race information. Any pace, any age, any distance, NO DUES!!!!!!!  
 

I have been here in the neighborhood for 4 years. I moved here from Kentucky and be-

longed to the most amazing run/walk club. I miss that and would love to share the ex-

perience with you. If you would like to join, please contact me, Loraine Cotnoir at 518 
817 -8570, or ltcotnoir@gmail.com  

 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD MOTORCYCLE RIDE  

There seem to be a lot of motorcycles in the neighborhood...maybe a 
bunch of us would like to get together to meet, check out each otherôs 

bikes, and go for a short ride.  Meet at the Barney Road Parking Lot  at 

1pm on Saturday, May 14.   Rain date will be Sunday, May 15, also at 

1pm.  Please RSVP to Bryon at pbryon@fastmail.fm or 518 -253 -7287.  

mailto:ltcotnoir@gmail.com
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Happy Housing!  
By Genie Bassett  

 

Spring! At last! Time to trade your snow shovel 
for a garden trowel and to get that lawnmower 

ready to run.  

 
It is also time to make a trip to the town's re-

cycling center on Vischer Ferry Road because 

regardless of what the Farmer's Almanac is 
predicting for the spring (frequent showers and 

thunderstorms), a healthy layer of organic 

mulch is probably the best thing we can do to 

our properties in order to cope with the sandy 
soil we have in Clifton Knolls and Mill Creek.  

 

A good layer of mulch will preserve moisture in 
the soil as well as control weed growth, and 

over a period of years it does wonders to build 

up the soil. And a nice 

feature of the mulch at 
the recycling center is 

that it is free for the 

taking. (Did you ever 
wonder what hap-

pened to all those 

leaves that are col-
lected from in front of 

our homes last fall?)  

 

Spring is also a good 
time to think about helping our some of our 

neighbors -  the fine feathered ones that we en-

joy is our lovely wooded neighborhood.  
 

Providing food, nest boxes, nesting materials, 

water, and natural habitat can attract a wide 
variety of birds to our backyards. Not only are 

you making life easier for the birds, you are 

providing yourself with an opportunity to ob-

serve these lovely creatures from close up.  
 

Start with a bird feeder that you can build or 

buy for a few dollars. Also, consider getting a 
birdbath, which provides a source of clean wa-

ter, for drinking and bathing. A birdbath can be 

critical in helping birds find your feeding sta-
tion as they can readily see that water as they 

fly over.  

 

If you really want to attract a more diverse va-
riety of birds, you might consider landscaping 

to make your property more bird friendly. 

There is a great variety of trees and shrubs 
that will attract birds, including such varieties 

are mulberries, serviceberries, flowering dog-

wood, crabapples, wild grape, Virginia creeper, 

northern bayberry, staghorn sumac, nanny-
berry, arrowwood and holly. Check with one of 

the local nurseries or with Cooperative Exten-

sion for advice on which of these or other 
shrubs and plants are available and which do 

well in our area.  

 
While you are considering your spring -summer 

"to do" list, take a walk around the outside of 

your house to consider its "curb appeal." Are 

the foundation shrubs overgrown and in need 
of a good pruning or even replacement? How 

severely did the heavy winter snow impact 

your lawn? Are there areas that need reseed-
ing? Spring is a good 

time to get grass grow-

ing before the summer 
heat arrives. Or perhaps 

expanding a bed and 

loading it up with some 

perennials and a good 
layer of mulch can pro-

vide a permanent solu-

tion for areas where the 
grass just doesn't grow 

from year to year.  

 
Check out the sidewalks and driveway to see 

what the winter frost and snow did to the 

pavement. It might be time to have the drive-

way replaced. A few years ago, through the 
News and Views, several of us got together to 

solicit bids from local asphalt contractors for 

repaving our driveways. I think we had eight 
or ten persons interested and I think we all 

saved quite a bit when we could offer contrac-

tors several jobs in the neighborhood. If any-

one is interested, perhaps you could post a 
message to the CKMCCA website and we can 

get something going on this.  

 
Happy housing, and have a nice spring!  
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 2011 Not Just Wine & Cheese Party  
 This Yearôs ñNot Just Wine & Cheese Partyò was held on Saturday, March 5th. and had a 

record turnout.  It was nice to have so many previous attendees coming back to enjoy the awe-
some music of Tom Harding and visit with their neighbors.  We were also truly excited to see 

that so many ñfirst timersò and new residents attended the party and we hope they enjoyed the 

welcoming atmosphere and were able to meet some of their neighbors.  
 Many residents contribute to the success of this event and for their efforts weôd like to 

thank:  Keri & Lee Horton, Kathy Friedman, Linda Collet, Ed Kawadler, Deb Jackowski, Amy 

McGeary, Terry Thompson, and Risé & Bob Popp.  We would also like to thank everyone for 

bringing such incredible dishes to share, as well as Kevin Simon for donating the mints and can 
coolers.  Now the least fun part of this event is the clean -up, so a HUGE thank you goes out to 

everyone who helped to clean up Saturday night and Sunday morning.  

 A very special thank you goes out to the group of neighbors who stepped up to the plate 
to build those incredible bars for the party. They even had the CKMCCA logo crested on the 

front!  For this we would like to thank Chris Collet for building the bar and the assistance of 

Deane McGeary.  We would also like to thank his painters Rachel Collet & Ivy Brower.  
 We hope to see all of you again next year and donôt forget that the party was sponsored 

by the CKMCCA and a portion of your dues helped to fund the event.  
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 ON THE ROAD : Use Your Street Smarts  
Be a Decision Driver  

 

By: Kevin Simon , Your local Liberty Mutual Agent  

        518 - 371 - 2486 For a free no - obligations quote on your auto and 

home insurance using the Clifton Knolls Mill Creek Civic Association dis-
count.  

 

 

 Avoiding crashes requires making appropriate decisions based on what is 

going on around you. In fact, thereôs a direct correlation between crash-free 

driving, decisions you make and actions you take. By simply making a habit of 
the following tips, you can dramatically improve your safe driving skills.  

 When youôre behind the wheel, expand your look-ahead capacity. Rather 

than always focusing directly in front of your vehicle, get in the habit of looking 

10 to 12 seconds down the road ðwhere many potential trouble spots begin. For 

example, if youôre on a highway in a line of traffic and you see a car ahead at-

tempting to merge from an on - ramp, prepare for the cars in front of you to 
move over and allow the car in. You should do the same.  

 Good drivers size up the whole scene to be aware of traffic conditions 

around their cars. Continually scan for bicyclists, pedestrians, construction, er-

ratic drivers and changing road conditions. Avoid staring at any object for longer 

than two seconds and check your mirrors every few seconds. To avoid a poten-
tial accident, leave extra room between your car and the car in front of you if its 

driver appears distracted. For example, one study found that drivers using cell 

phones were four times  as likely to be involved in a crash than when the phone 

was not in use.* Liberty Mutualôs own research found similar results.  

 Itôs also important to let other drivers know what youôre doing. Signal your 

intentions early. Use your turn signal, horn or lights when appropriate to help 
avoid surprises. Your road position and the speed of your vehicle also convey im-

portant information. By giving advance notice of what youôre planning to do, 

youôll encourage other drivers to make correct driving decisions. And youôll avoid 

annoying drivers around you, which may help prevent a ñroad rageò situation. 

You should also time your passing moves carefully, avoid tailgating and plan ac-

tions you can take to help you avoid a crash. Think ahead and allow yourself 
enough time, space and visibility to stop or maneuver smoothly. For example, 

donôt linger alongside a large truck, because your and the truckôs escape routes 

will be blocked.  

 Lastly, take decisive action. If you practice the first four principles, you will 

be able to react to most traffic situations in time and with enough space to ma-

neuver safely. Make a decision and then do it! Ultimately, becoming a decision 
driver contributes to you being a safer ðand crash - free ðdriver.  
 

*Source: The New England Journal of Medicine, March 22, 1997.  
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twitter.com/cliftonknolls   @cliftonknolls  
 
For those of you familiar with Twitter, you know that it is a quick and easy way to keep up with whatôs going 
on with people, organizations or companies that you follow.  CKMCCA just opened an account on Twitter.  

Follow us!  Weôre cliftonknolls. 
 
We plan to use the account to send out short messages about things that are of interest in our neighbor-

hoodðmeetings, emergencies, reminders, etc.  Its also a way for you to contact us.  Twitter is easy to use, 
and can be used on computers and many mobile phones.  Visit twitter.com for more.  
 

 
And we're on Facebook too!  Weôre a groupðdo a search for Clifton Knolls Mill Creek Civic Association. The 
page is a bit bare nowðfeel free to add to it!  

ð

Golf Course News  
 
By now, the  Clifton Knolls Golf Course is up and running.  Thereôs a new sign 

announcing that the course is owned by the Town.  The town now has set up a 

website for the course, with info on hours, leagues, etc.  The site:  

http://www.cliftonpark.org/golfcourse/   
Menôs leagues are scheduled for Mondays, 2:45pm -3:15pm, running from April 

through early Sept ember, and womenôs leagues are scheduled for Tuesdays, 

8am -11am, May through Sept ember.  Contact info for both leagues is on the 

website.  

 

The bridge that crosses the water on Hole 3 sustained serious damage over the 
winter and has had to be replaced. A new floating/pontoon -style bridge will be 

installed soon.  

http://www.cliftonpark.org/golfcourse/
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Contact Me:  Dr. Lou & Ann Wertalik 

 
Voice: 518-469-9847 

 
Email: awertalik@aol.com 

 
Online: www.annw.joinambit.com 

Hereôs how it works: 
 
Refer 15 customers to switch to Ambit Energy service. 
 
Receive a credit on the energy supply portion  of your bill 
equal to the average amount of their payments. 
 
This credit applies every month as long as you maintain 
a minimum of customers who pay their bills. 
 
The credit will either appear on your bill, or Ambit Energy 
will mail you a check. 
 
If the average payment is equal to or greater than your 
bill for the month, your energy supply is free. 
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Fun and Games  

Here is an Arcimboldo - inspired por-

trait (by an unknown artist) which 

presents you with a fun challenge: 

how many animals can you find de-

picted in this face? We'll tell you the 

answer: there are 28 animals, and 

we'll even give you a list ... but the 

question is, can you find them all?  

 

¶ goose  

¶ elephant  

¶ hedgehog  

¶ chameleon  

¶ dolphin  

¶ snail  

¶ gopher  

¶ fox  

¶ sloth  

¶ crocodile  

¶ thrush  

¶ snake  

¶ turtle  

¶ whale  

 

Can you find a traditional 5 -point 

star shape within this illustration? 

Look carefully, it may be hard to 

find, but once you find it, you'll al-
ways "see" it when you look at this 

picture. This puzzle was created by 

Sam Loyd (1841 ï 1911), who was 

a chess player, puzzle author, and 

recreational mathematician.  

 
(games courtesy of Artsology.com ðfun l 

earning about arts!)  

¶ Kangaroo 

¶ Boa 

¶ Parrott 

¶ shellfish 

¶ pelican 

¶ starfish 

¶ grasshopper 

¶ horse 

¶ hare 

¶ tiger 

¶ monkey 

¶ bird 

¶ Peacock 
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Coming This Summer :  
Neighborhood Summer  

Picnic  
and the  

Neighborhood Garage Sale  
 

To volunteer to help with these events, please send a note to 

board@ckmcca.org 

9 



CKMCAA 2010/2011 ADVERTISING  

NEWSLETTER and/or DIRECTORY  
 

 PAYMENT MUST BE MAILED WITH THE AD COPY!  
 

ñNews & Viewsò Newsletter: 
The five issues of the newsletter are sent to every household (about 900 homes) in Clifton Knolls and Mill 
Creek five times per season (October, December, February, April, and June).  
 
Rates: 1/8 page (business card)  $20   per issue  
           1/4 page                           $30   per issue  

           1/2 page                           $50   per issue  
           Full page                          $100 per issue  
 
Please circle the ad size you want and check the boxes below for the issues you want your ad to appear.  
 
Summer ó11 _____ 
 

CKMCCA Directory:  
The CKMCCA Directory includes names and addresses of everyone in Clifton Knolls and Mill Creek, as well 
as a street map with numbered housing locations. It is issued once annually (usually in March) and is 
sent to all dues paying members of the Civic Association.  
 
Rates: 1/8 page (business card)  $95  
           1/4 page                           $165  

           Full page                          $225  
 
Please circle the ad size you want.  
 

Instructions:  
Please include a copy of your ad submitted as ñcamera readyò and if possible in black and white print. For 
business card ads, please include a copy of your card. Send this form to:                         

          Clifton Knolls/Mill Creek Civic Association  
                                                    P.O. Box  2  
                                                    Clifton Park, NY 12065  

 
PAYMENT MUST BE MAILED WITH THE AD COPY!  

Provide us your contact information:  
 

      Name:  

      Address:     

   

 Phone:       

 E-Mail:       

 Signature:  

 

 Date:  

  
See your ad at www.ckmcca.org by calling up the archived issues of the News & Views!     

10  
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CKMCCA News  

 

MEETING SCHEDULE  
The CKMCCA regular board meetings of the 2010 -2011 membership year will be held on:  
  May 11   June 8  
We will send out an e -mail regarding the location of these meetings, and post them on 
CKMCCA.org as well.  Meetings start at 7:30 pm, and typically run 60 -90 minutes, depend-
ing on the number of items on the agenda. All are welcome to come and participate, be it 

to suggest something that would enhance our neighborhood, volunteer to help in one of our 
existing events, or to raise an issue or two.   

 

CKMCCA DIRECTORY  

The 2010 -2011 CKMCCA Directory is in the process of being finalized, and will be distrib-
uted shortly.  The directory should be hitting your mailbox soon!  Thanks to everyone who 
responded so positively to our change this year in mailing out a directory update and mem-
bership form.  It has smoothed the process considerably, and has resulted in increased 

membership.  Remember, only paid members of CKMCCA get a directory!  

 

E- MAIL NEWSLIST  
The News & Views gets published five times a year. Often times, there are things that arise 

between publication dates, and more and more, e -mail is the best way to get quick mes-
sages out. The Civic Association currently has an e -mail distribution list of about 400, but 
most of those are from individuals who have paid their Civic Association Dues. As paying 
dues is optional ðbut highly encouraged! ðwe donôt get e-mail addresses from most of the 
approximately 900 homes in Clifton Knolls and Mill Creek.   

In the past, weôve used it to alert residents about power and flooding issues, send a head-
start on leaf pickup, as well as reminders on neighborhood events. To make sure that 
youôre on the e-mail distribution list, please send an e -mail to mailinglist@ckmcca.org.  

Be assured that your e -mail will not be used for commercial purposes or spam, and when 
neighborhood -wide messages go out, all e -mail addresses are hidden, so people wonôt be 

able to get everyoneôs e-mail addresses. Thanks for your cooperation ðe-mail really is the 
quickest way to get messages out these days.  

And be sure to follow us on Twitter or Facebook if you use or regularly visit those. See else-
where in this issue.   
 

CKMCCA MEMBERSHIP DUES INCREASE  

As youôll notice with the membership forms in this issue, we have increased Civic Associa-

tion Membership dues by $2 to $20.  This is to cover increased printing and mailing costs 
for the News and Views, and is also necessary as membership has been down in recent 
years.  Currently, approximately one quarter of the homes in the neighborhood are 

CKMCCA members.  The CKMCCA membership year runs September 1 to August 31.  

SUGGESTIONS?  

Any suggestions for activities for CKMCCA? Please send an email to board@ckmcca.org  

11  
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CKMCCA Members  
Bryon Backenson  

Chris Collet  
Keri Horton  

Deb Jackowski  
Paige Rossi  

Kevin Simon  
Sheila Suozzo  

Theresa Thompson  
Chris Zinsley  

 

Contact Information  
To Contact the Board:  

board@ckmcca.org  
To Update Your Directory Information:  

directory@ckmcca.org  
To Submit Information to the News & Views Editor:  

newsandviews@ckmcca.org  
To Advertise in the News and Views or Annual Directory:  

advertise@ckmcca.org  
To Get Added to the CKMCCA E - Mail Distribution List:  

mailinglist@ckmcca.org  

Clifton Knolls - Mill Creek Civic Association Board Information  

 
 

Want to contribute to News & Views and make it a better newslet-
ter?  Send articles, classifieds, essays, or opinion pieces to:  

newsandviews@ckmcca.org   
Or contact Bryon Backenson at 253 -7287.  

CLASSIFIEDS  
AVAILABLE: Summer time child care for your preschooler or school aged child in my 
home.   Structured activities. Hours are 8am ï 4pm to fit into your summer schedule. 

Limited openings. Call Barbara at 371 -3050.   

 

FOR SALE: Pier 1 Double Papasan wicker  with blue cushion.  Best offer.  Call Marlys, 
13 Braodleaf,  371 -8607.  

 

BABYSITTER: I am a responsible 16 year old who is an experienced pet -sitter and 

baby -sitter.   I look forward to caring for your pets or children.   While you are away, I 
will give your pets or children the attention they deserve.   Please call me if you need 

someone to care for your pets or children while you are away.   Thank you.   Elizabeth 

Pastor 371 -7587   

Door to Door Sales?  
According to Clifton Park Town Clerk Pat OôDonnell peddlers going door to door in the Town are required to 
have a license obtained from the Town Clerkôs office.  Residents should always ask to see a license issued by 
the Town Clerk or Deputy Town Clerk.  If an individual cannot produce a license, residents should immedi-

ately contact the Town Clerkôs office at 371-6681, Town Security at 369-6651 or the New York State Police 

or Saratoga County Sheriffôs Department  

Coming Soon! Pickleball!  
Be on the lookout! The Clifton Knolls -Mill Creek Parks District will be resurfacing 

and restriping the tennis courts, and will be adding lines for pickleball!  What is 

pickleball?  A paddle sport growing in popularity. For more on pickleball, check out 

the USA Pickleball Association website: www.usapa.org  

And if you see some people on the tennis court playing a funny looking game, stop 

by and check it out!  
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Remember pedestrians and joggers now the spring has 

sprung!  There will now be more and more people are us-

ing the streets in our neighborhood, be it to go to the golf 

course, to walk the dog, take a spin on the bike, or to just 

walk or jog around our quiet neighborhood.  Please be 

alert, obey all traffic signs, and slow down!  

Please Support Our Advertisers!  

Clifton Knolls Resident!  

Troubleshooting 

Diagnostic Testing 

Outlets and Switches 

Indoor/Outdoor Lights 

Residential & Commercial 

Panel Changes & Repairs 

ELECTRICIAN  

518 -371 -3903  

ERIK ROSSIERIK ROSSIERIK ROSSI    

Want to help make the CKMCCA a few bucks?  Make www.ckmcca.org your home 
page, (or bookmark it) and when you want to do a google search, just do it off the 

CKMCCA page.  CKJMCCA makes a few cents every time  a google search happens 
off the search box on our page.  Those cents add up, and help us defray the costs of 

what we do in the neighborhood!  



Clifton Knolls/Mill Creek Civic Association  

PO Box 2  
Clifton Park, NY 12065  
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CLIFTON PARK, NY 
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Clifton Park, NY 
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Opinions in submitted pieces are  those of the respective author, and not necessarily the opinions of the     
Clifton Knolls/Mill Creek Civic Association.  Advertisements are solely responsible for the content of their ads.  

Clifton Park Town Security: 369-6651, or 911 for State Police 


